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Vicar for Clergy Database 

Clergy Assignment Record (Detailed) 

Rev Michael Pecharich 

Current Primary Assignment 

Birth Date 1/8/1946 
Birth Place Pomona, california, USA 

Diaconate Ordination 

Priesthood Ordination 

Diocese Name 

Date of lncardination 

Religious Community 

Ritual Ascription 

Ministry Status 

Canon State 

Begin Pension Date 

Seminary 

Ethnicity 

3/10/1973 
Diocese of Orange 

3/10/1973 

Latin 
Left Archdiocese 
Diocesan Priest 

St. John's Seminary, Camarillo 

Fingerprint Verification and Safeguard Training 

Date Background Check 

Virtus Training Date 

Assignment History 

lncard Process D 

Age: 67 
Deanery: 22 

RCALA 007395 



ST. JOHN'S SEMINARY COLLEGE 
5118 E. Seminary RoacJ 

Camarillo, Califomia 93010 

i·;ay 10, 1J68 

R Jc:l.t Fteueren..a nor..::: ign.cr Benjmi.i.n G. Hawkes., 
C a.nce l !.or 
Arc·~.j CCfSe of LOS lin:}2l!?S 
The :_'har:cery Cf, ic2 
1.5_"-1 _-r;.st ,, irdh Street 
L·::•s ~nqel.?s_, :.: a.l ;J. ~~Cv15 

Bear ~i]ht Re~er2nd and ~cnsignor ~awkes: 

I om a st~dent of St. John's Seminary Collece. hyself 
<:l?":.a: tlc.re€ of rn..u cla.ssmotes, REDACTED 
REDACTED o.re plan~dng a trip tnrough the iJ.rnerican 
;,orthwest c, nd pa.rts of Canada this summer from Al..i.gust 20, 
to De~tember 10. ~e respectf~lly request permission to be 
absent from til(! diocese during t:1is pericd. 

Thanking ycu for your consideration in this matter, 
I QTf!. 

Respectfully ycurs, 

REDACTED 
. ' /f .. . •" 

11~£ (ki_~-.. { •C .{ 

1~ ike Fecharich 

64107 
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/ 
./ 

May Fifteenth 
1968 

./ 
Mr. Michael P.charlch -
ST • JOHN SEMINARY COLLEGE 
5118 East Seminary Road 
Camarillo, California 930l0 

Dear Michael: 

. Replying let four letter ol May lOth, 
penaialon •• gram.d for ~ •d ...... or· 'JtNI clOam~, 

REDACTED 

. to make a trip through~ N«tfaweat «M parts of CanadCJ fnw 
August 20th to September lOth, •. requested. · 

The ._ttng. of thla pem.lalon, hoWever, 
Is sub ject to the approval of the parents of each of you. . 

I remain 

REDACTED 

cc: REDACTED 

~aylng far you all avery bleulng, ~ 

SJnceNiy yours Ia Christ, 

(Right Revei'Wicllenf .. G. Hawkes) 
Chancellor 

RCALA 007397 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF lOS Ai-.(GELES 
1531· WEST NINTH STREET·· 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90015 

· DUnkirk B-8101 

April 30,.1971 

Rev. Mr. Michael Pecharich 
St. John's Seminary . 
5012 E. Seminary Road 
Camarillo, California 93010 

Dear Reverend Mr, Pecharich: 

His Excellency, the Archbishop, has directed me to advise 
you of your appointment as REDACTED · 

REDACTED 
ST. CECILIA.CHURCH, Tustin .. 

This assignment will be ·eff~ctive. Ju~e 15·through August 15, 
1971. You will enjoy the same privileg·es end honorarium as an Assistant 
Pastor end will have the same obli"gctioris: · 

Enclosed is c listing of the functions which may be assigned 
to you by your Pastor. · ·· · 

Preying for you every blessing and succ~ss iii this opportunity 
to exercise your ministry I I remain 

REDACTED 

encl. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Reverend Monsignor John A. Rowden 
Chancellor 

64103 
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Rev. Mr. Michael Pec::harlch 
St. John's Seminary 
5012 E. Seminary Road 
Camarrllo, California 93010 

Apdl 20, 1972 

Dear Reverend Mr •. Pecharich: 

His Excellency, Archbt~op Manning, has 
directed me to confirm your appointment as 

.DEACON· 

to REDACTED EDACTED I ST. MONICA 
CHURCH, Santo Monica. 

This appointment will beeome effective on Monday, 
May 1, 1972. . . 

Enclosed is a listing af ·the functions which may be 
assigned to a REDACTED • You will enioy the same priv
llgges and honorarium of an REDACTED ·and will 'have the same 
obltgatlon's. 

REDACTED 

encl.· 
ccREDACTED 

Sincere'ly youn In Christ, 

Reverend Monsignor John A. Rowden 
Chancellor 

64102 
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St. monica ~ Ckurck 
715 CALIFORNIA AVENUE 

SANTA MONICA, CALIFORNIA 90403 

PHONE: (213) 393·9287 :·--·' 

: ;t)~y- II !'l?L 

64097 
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REDACTED REDACTED 

ST. JOHN SEMINARY 
5012 E. Seminary Road . 
Camarillo, CaUfomta 93010 

Dear FatherREDACTED 

November 3, 1 97? 

His ExcellencY, Archbishop Manning, asked that 
I send. to you the petition of · · 

MICHAEL PHI Lit' PECHARICH. 

Would you be disposed to give the faculty 
recommendation thereon and send a "confldentlal 11 fetter to the . 
.Archbishop. 

REDACTED 

Wtth ktnciest penonaf regards, I remain 

Sincerely. yours in Christ, 

Reverend Monsignor John A. Rowden 
Chancellor 

RCALA 007 404 
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.?· REDACTED 

ST. JOHN'S SEMINARY 
501:2 EAST SEMINARY ROAD 

CAMARILL::O. CALIFORNIA 93010 

RCALA 007 405 

REDACTED 

The Most Reverend Timothy Manning 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 

5 November 197 2 

1531 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, California 90015 CONFIDENTIAL 
Dear Archbishop Manning: 

I write in reply to your request for a confidential letter about 
MICHAEL PHILIP PECHARICH, who has petitioned for ordination to 
the l'riesthood. 

Having made known reasonably early in the spring that he did not 
intend to ask for the Priesthood with his class, Michael was 
given an assignment as deacon at St. Monica's Parish about a month 
before the end of school last May. He has been there since. 

He was tonsured and received the first tw~ Minor Orders with his 
class in 1969. ~he following year he did. not petition for Exorcist 
and Acolyte, but he did ask for those Orders the following winter, 
and. subsequently received the Subdiaconate and Diaconate, s'pending 
the usual summer in a diaccnat~ assignment like others in the class. 

He was here early in October and the way he spoke led me to expect 
that he would be asking for priestly ordination soon. Realizing 
that no judgment could be rendered by the faculty concerning his 
·activities since he left St. John's in May 1972, I asked the priests 
here to voice their judgment of him up to that time so that this 
could be made known to Your Excellency, should the occasion arise. 

I believe that most would agree with the judgment voiced in my letter 
of 21 March 1971 concerning his Subdiaconate: '~e has made a great 
improvement since entering First Theology . · . . 11 In general the 
faculty here expressed a favorable recommendation of Mr. Pecharich, 
if he petitioned for Priesthood. There is a minimal amount of work 
still incomplete since he left in early May, but he is completing 
that with Father REDACTED . 

Although he delayed in receiving other Orders, Mr. Pecharich always 
maintained that he was doing this in consultation with his spiritual 
director, and that he still wished to be a priest. I think that my 
own reaction to his petition, which I express reluctantly, is that 
his petition be approved, but that there be no great haste in 
advancing him to the Priesthood by reason of the previous delays, 
and because it is now only 5 or 6 months after he would otherwise be 
ordained. 

64095 

XXVIII 000010 



Archbishop Manning 
5 November 197 2 

Re: Michael PECHARICH 2 

I do not counsel deliberateness in ordaining him because he wished 
to take longer than the others in preparation. This is common 
enough in modern times. 

But I feel some slight uneasiness still as to whether he has finnly 
and finally made the permanent decision. This of course is my 
personal comment; it was not offered by any of the faculty. And 
I would not wish this to stand as an obstacle to his being ordained 
if Your Excellency judges, from all of ~he infonnation available, 
that the proper time has came. 

With every best wish to Your Excellency, and asking a prayer for 
our seminarians, I am 

Respectfully yours in Christ, 
REDACTED A 

RCALA 007406 
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St. monica '.1 Clzurclz 
715 CALIFORNIA AVENUE 

SANTA MONICA, CALIFORNIA 90403 

PHONE: (213) 393·9267 

v 
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November 8, 1972 

ARCHBISHOP 

REDACTEREDACTED .h 
We asked for comments from - as yet we · ave not 

received his answer. 

In light of Father REDACTED and !REDACTED ~.EDA.CTED·. : remarks, 
1 would recommend that this deacon be asked to resubmtt hrs petrhon for the 
priesthood at the time of the Ordinations in May, 1973 · 

Monsignor Rowden 

REDACTED 

RCALA 007 408 

ARCHBISHOP - Rev. Ml:'. Michael P. visisted rrith me in the Chance:ry this afternoon. 
He wa.s disappointed and indicated that his father will be on board ship at the time REDACTED 

of the regular ordinations in May and will not return till July. I belieYe he 1-Till 
ask for consideration for a date late in April l973· 

-· ·-·----·--------~----... ~--

64093 
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REDACTED 

ST. GENEVIEVE'S CHURCH 
14061 ROSCOE BOUL.EVARD 

VAN NUYS, CALIFORNIA 91402 

/ ~ 3CJ,. J<f?.Q. 

/(~. )j~. {)£ /J., .. A 
e/~.._cttN/' ~(~"'~ ;! ~ ~ 
) s-3 ) /j;~. ~vtX Jt· 

. :/e."- o-·o'Ji."/ t4~ ftJtJI r-
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RCALA 007411 
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December 6th~ 1972 

Reverend Mr. Michael Pecharich 
St. John's Seminary 
SO 12 East Seminary Road 
Camarillo, California 93010 

Dear Michael: 

I know tl)at Monsignor Rawden has been 
in touch with you about your petition for ordination. 
Apparently the date suggested was not convenient due 
to the absence of your father. I have asked Father 

REDACTED to arrange with you for a ttme shortly after 
Easter,- when it will be convenient for you. 

This will confirm your official Call to 
Orders, and the interval will provide you with a happy 
interstices of preparation. · 

With every beat wish, I am 

Very sincerely yours, 

Timothy Manning 
Archbishop of LOs Angeles 

RCALA 007412 
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~----·· .. ~ 

REDACTED 

We will need to fix a date, perhaps shortly after 
Easter, for this ordination, 

We had originally planned to do it with the regular 
ordination class, but his father will be absent. I 
will ask him to confer with you for another time. 

REDACTED 
ARCHBISHOP MANNING 

December 6th, 1972 

RCALA 007413 
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December 26, 1972 

Reverend Mr. Michael Pecharich 
St. Monica's Church 
715 Callfomla Avenue 
Santa Monica, California 90403 

Dear Mtke: 

Thts is a follow up to our telephone conversation regarding 
a conFirmation of a dO~ for your ordination. 

I have ltstod In the Archbishop's calendar, Saturday, March 10, 
9:30 a.m., St. Monica's Church, Santo Monica. I am very 
happy we were able to arrange a time mutually convenient. 

We shall be In touch wtth you beFore that time if there ore any 
detatls to be cared for. 

M:Jy the new year bring you many blessings and fays. 

With kind regards, J am 

Sincerely yaun In Christ 1 

REDACTED 

64088 
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RED,O.CTED 

~~. a:.-

64098 

XXVIII 000020 



~(,...... ..elefax 
· we5tern union 1 1 

·te~fERS FFC INTL FR 

March 5, 1973 

His Eminence Cardinal Timothy Manning 
Villa Stritch 
Via della Nocetta 63 

. 00164 Rome, Italy (VIA WU CABLES) 

Please give Mandate to Bishop Arzube for Pecharich Ordination 
Saturday, March 1 0. 

Rowden 

SENDING BLANK 
Send thellbcwe meNage, aub/eet to tatm1 on beck hetiJOf, whlah.,. hereby •greed to 

PLEASE TYPE OR WRtTE PLAINLY WITHIN BORDER-DO NOT FOLD 
WU 1289 (R9/89) 

RtALA 007 416 
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qEDACTED 

' ,. 

R.EASE GIVE MANDATE TO BISHOP . ARZUBE. fOR PECHAR I CH ORO INA T I ON . 
~ TURDAY MARCH 1 Q 

RAYfDEN 

OOL 63 QQ164 1Q 
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Reception, First 
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1Bti atqttt .stdis S!postolicat <5ratia 5Jrchirpiscopus S!njdorum in Q:alifornia 

Universis et singulis lilteras praesentes inspecturis notum facimus (Jttod·4nno·a Nasivitatti Domini'--__ 1_97_3 ___ _ 

die vero lOa men.sis Martii Ordines Celehrantes in Ecclesiam Sanctae Monicae 

dilectum nohis in Christo REVERENDUM MICHAELEM PECHARICH 

examinatum et approhatum, asque in moribus, caeterisque reqtt~itis juxta Sacros Canones idoneum · ,epMtum, itemque · 

in spiritualihus exerciJatum, cum caeremoniis et solemnitatihus necesariis iuxttt Sanctae · Romttntie Bcclesiae J.?jtum, ad 

Sacrum Presbyteratum rervalis rile stf'tlandis in Domino Pf'omovimus. 

In cujus rei testimonium has litteras nomine, sigilloque nostro munitas, expedif'e iussimus. 

·Datum in Civitale AngelOffJm, Jia lOa mensis Martii A. D. 1973. 

LS. 

Episcopus Auxiliari Angelorum in Ceil ifornia 
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\.. . 

PERSONAL REcoRD ·oF REV. _.!.!.!M~tc~HA~E!;!I;-W~Pe~c!,.!!;HA:!.U.R!.;::tc.!..:..H -----------: 
P~...;a NAME lN FOU. 

. . .:.~~r· :·~:··.~~·-~~ 

Date ............... : .................................. . 

ORDAINED FOR DIOCESE OF ............ , ........... ~.9.~ .. b!.'.9~.L~.~ .................... ; .................... ; ............................ ~ ..................... .. 
Date and Place .................................... M9J~.h.J.Q.r. .. .L?.?.'.:! .. _. __ .............................................................. ~ .... , ... . 

. REDACTED ' Ordaining Prelate............................... . .......................................................... .. 

If incardinated in Leis Angeles, Date ............. /1..9.Y. •.• .3.l..s.J.9.§5J ................ ~ ...... , •.•. ~············· .......................................... .. 
IF NOT INCARDINATED IN LOS ANGELES: 

Date of Arrival ........................................................................................... ~ ..... .::. ...................................................... .. 

Wllat letters from own Ordinary or Superior? ................................................... ·-········ .. ·····--··-···-·····"··· .. ·-· . . 

-·---··---~--.. .;.._ .. ~.; .. -··--··-··-··-·--··-·-···-·· ...................... _......,..__ .......... -...... : ...... ·~·--··"·--·----···· ........ _. 
Length. and purpose of stc:ry:; ........ : .......................................... ; .... 1~::.~~ ... ~ .. :.:~ ............................... ~ ................. : .. .. 
Residence: ...................................... :; ...................................... ~ ........................ .Phone No ..................................... ... 

FACULTIES GIVEN UNTIL ............................................... : ............... ; .. ~ ............................................. ~ ....................... . 
REDACTED 

··I 
I 

Birth: Date and· Place ....... ~.cm ..... 8.., .... 19.4.6. .... : ... .e.Qm..Qflg.J, ... Qg.J: .. if..~ ... -; .............. - ................... _ ..... ~ .................. . 
Baptism: Date and Place ....................................... 1:2.4.§ ... .S..t: .... I.9.§..(;J.Pll~.§ ... E.9.m.9.!19 •. : ....................................... - ............ . 

Present Citizenship ......................... I!.!J.fJ .. (J.f!. ... §..t9..t!?.§ ........................................ ..: ................................... ~ ....................................... . 

. U Naturalized, Date and Place ..................................................................... ~ ..................... ~ ............ .; ............. ~ .... ~ ...... ~ ....................... . 

. ' Elementa:y School-Dates and Places ...... SQ,fJ:t.tt .... J~.5..?.:::!.JilUL.1.~.§.Q ............. J).r..gl!:.£?.§. ... 1.:::.§. ... $. .. t: .... b.l!;.£Y .. ~.§. ... . 

-·--········b.Q.G.9...fl..'i!..9S../:l: .. _!. .... --...•.. -~----···-····:-·--······...--·-·--······-·····--·············-······--·····-·-· .. ··········-·-·---·---···--·· ,t 

Hlqh School-Dates and Plac:es ...... £.Q..l..U.::i§.Q::-... /i.fi.C .. (IJ9. .... J . .i§.{t. .... §..t: ..... -:1.1J .. t(1£!11!.~.§. ... .l .... f.:.9..TJ.g .. ..J~.t?-.9:.£/J ........ . 
.... ....... ..._...,, ______ ... _ .......................................................... -.........•.. ; ...... _ ............. -.................................................. , ... _.,, ..•.......... _._ ............... .. 

, ....................................... -.................................. _ ....................... -.. - .............................................. -..•.•..... -. ................................................. .. 
College-Dates and Places ......... ).3..9.4.7:.1.;1..9.~ ......... $.J., ..... .f..Q.G!1.! .• ~ ... QQJ .. L(i.$l.~., ..... ~.Qffi.~r...LU.?. . .-................................. . 
-·····-·················-··············································-,.·········--··················-······-·~······r········-···-··-·-····-·····-···············•••••••••••••••••••••••••-•••••••••••··· 

·--···············-·····-···-·-········-·····-·-··················-··········-···-·····-···-· .. ···-·············-·-·:-·····-·-.-·:--·-····-·······--·-·-·················-····---··-·······-
Seminary-Dcrtea and Placea~ ....... ~J.it.9.§.-=.J..9.:Z?.. •. .§..t-.. ... ..f.!?..IJ.'l! .. ~ ..... 'f.!!.!l9.!:.gg_~·?-··~~-g!!!-Et .. r..f.LL9 .. ~ ............................. . 
-·····~·~·····~···-····· .. -·-··-············-··-···········-~·········-····-········· ... ···-··-··········· .. -·~····-··-··-·· ................ -.......................................... -. .... _. . . 

Post-Graduate Work-Dates and Places ....................................................................................... . 64075 

' ............ "'!'.!1'~··-·-·~······-······-········---···-······---·····--·-·············-···--·········-···---·-·-··-'-···-···----··-· ... ·······-··-··-··-·····-··~·-··-··-·······-· .. . .. . . ............... . 

··-.. --···-···------.. ·-············-··································-·-~·················-··-··-·-···············----··-············-·····-·············-·······-·····~····-······· 
Degrees-Dates. and Places ............ a .•. A.,.,CE/.l ( JQ §.9.P..f1!dJ. .... J..9..9.§._, .... §..t..~ .... .f..9.!J.TJ.:..§.! .... It ... A.,.{_c;,r;.o..d.AJ ................. .. 

What foreign languages can you speak?··: ..................................................................................................................................... . 

rather's and Mother's {m:aiden} Nama.REDACTED .. 

.Name and address of nearest relative c 

Pleaso type answers in full and return to tho Chancery Offico, 1531 West Ninth Street, Los Angeles 15, California 
CoYer) .. / 

XXVIII 000025 
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Reverend Michael Pec:horlch 
ST. MONICA CtiJRCH 
715 Collfomla Averua 

March 23, 1973 

Santo Monica, CaHfomla 90403 

Deer Pother r.charloht 

Eno,_ h your official aPP:Ointment as 

. ASSOCIATE PASTOR (piO t.m) 
.. · .. 

to REDACTED ~EDACTED ST. MONICA 
· CtiJIOI, Seftla MOnica, .. wMeh Hit Eminence; Cardinal Monntn;, · 

hca dl ....... - lo ~-to you. 

'lhll ..... ntlaeffectl~ as of March 10, 1973. 

Will jou·ldncfly ftll tn and return the enciCMCI Personal 
Reconf .._. fat our. a..e.rr fit. ond cane Into the omc. to 
tab the Oath ,..,tt.t of ~ly ordrilried priests. 

REDACTED 

Wlth lclndett peniOnCit regards, 1 nflnetn 

511l081*1y youn In Christ, 

Revennd Monaignor John A. Rawden 
Chancellor 

64083 
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Marqh 23, 1973 

Reverend Michael Pec:harieh 
ST. MONICA CHURCH 
715 Caltfomta Avenue 
Santa lv'lonfca, Caltfomla 90403 

Dear Father Pecharlch: 

Enclosed Is your official appointment ai 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR (pro tam) . . 

to REDACTED EDACTED , ST •. MONICA 
·cHURCH, Santa Monica, whteh His Emfnern:e, Cardrnor Manni rig, 
has directed me to ~rward·to you. · ·. · 

This assignment~~ effective aa of March 10, 1973. 

WUI you klnclly.flll in and· return the encfe&ed Personal 
Record sheet for our Chancery fltes and come Into the offtce to 
take the oath required 0, newry ordcfned priests. 

REDACTED 

encls. 

Wtth kindest personal regards, I JWnaln 

Slnce,..ly yours tn Chrfst, 

Reverend Mo,.lgnor John A. Rowden 
Chanceffor 

RCALA 007 422 
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Reverend Mlchaef Pecharich 
SJT MONICA CHURCH. 
715 CaliFornia Avenue 
Santa Monica, Caltfomfa 90403 

Dear Father Pecharfch: 

Enclosed Is your offlcfal appofntment as 

ASSOCIATE. PASTOR 

to Reverend .REDACTED __ ST •. BRIDGET OF SWEDEN CHURCH, 
Van Nuys, which His .Emfnence, Cardtnal Manning, has directed me 
to forward to you. 

This assignment wtir become effectfve on Monday, 
June ll, 1m. 

REDACTED 

Sincerely yours In Christ, 

Reverend Monsignor John A. Rowden 
Chancellor 

RCALA 007 423 
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St., Bridget of Sweden Church 
16711 GAULT STREET 

VAN NUYS, CALIFORNIA 

C2t3) 782-7180 

Jan. JU,13?6 

hon&igncr Rawoen, 

Recently a matter has come tc 1ny 
attention that perhaps needs some cLari
fication. ~hat is the policy ~f tne dio
cese in regard to letters from "concerned" 
parishioners in reference to t~e attitudes 
and behavior of their parish priests. Are 
the priests made aware of these letters~ 
If so, in what manner? 

Any clarification in t is matter wiLL 
be appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

vJ4f ;t. .. $~~-~L 

i. 

RCALA 007 425 
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. January 30, 197 6 

Reverend Michael Pecharich 
St. Bridget of Sweden Church 
16711 Gault Street · 
Van Nuys, Callfomta 91406 

Dear Mike: 
. r· ,,:: . ., \.:. . ... - . 

Please accept my appreciation For your letter of ,January . 
30 In regard to letters from concerned parlshlonen. ..,_, -. 

)r:;· .. 

. They are handled In ·a myriad of ways, simply because 
there are so many factors to be considered. There ls..no routine . · 

• . . • . .J~-~ ••. h •. 

procedure. In generQf, molt of the time 'the p'rfest ls-·inC:xfe . · -:· 
aware of these letters if, Indeed, the author appean i'easonable 
and the matter to warrant the·prleit's attention. 

REDACTED 

With kindest best regards, I remain 

Sincerely youn In Christ, 

Reverend Monsignor John A. Rawden 
Chancellor 

RCALA 007 426 
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/ St. Bridget of Sweden Church 
16711 GAULT STREET 

VAN NUYS, CALIFORNIA 

<213) 782·7180 

February 10, 1976 

Rev. Msgr. John A. Rawden 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
1531 W. Ninth Stre~t 
Los Angeles, California 90015 

Dear Monsignor: 

Thank you for your prompt reply to my inquiry of January 30 
in regard to letters from concerned parishioners. The Diocesan 
policy as s.tated seems a reasonable and logical approach to the 
situation, one I could easily live with. However, in my own · 
experience this has not been the actual procedure. Twice, once 
:in late 1974 and lately within the past two months, letters 
written to the Cardinal concerning my attitudes and/or behavior 
have been forwarded to the pastor, Fr. REDACTED ~ On both · 
occasions he has informed me of the letters and shown them to 
me.· Being the caliber of man that he is, I am not overly con
cerned by his knowledge of these letters. · I probably would have 
shown them to him regardless. 

However, such a procedure is not the stated policy of the diocese. 
Further,it negates acceptance of personal responsibility for.one's 
actions and may foster superior-inferior roles rather than shared 
responsibility for ministry. Finally, it seems to me a violation 
of confidentiality. 

Perhaps there are more aspects to this problem than I perceive. 
Everyone suffers from limited vision. I would appreciate any 
~urther insights you may have in this matter. Thank you very 
much for your time and concern. 

Sincerely, 

~~;t_ (}?~4.:/! 
Fr. Mike Pecharich 
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March .29, .1976 

Reverend Michael Pechartch 
St. Bridget of Sweden Church 
16711 Gault Street · 
Van Nuys, Calif'omic.t 91406 . 

Dear Father Pecharfch: 

Enclosed is your o~flclal appointment as 

ASSOCIA ~ PASTOR 

to. REDACTED tED ACTED ' st. EDWARD CHURCH, .Dana Point I 
which His Eminence, Cardinal Manning, has directed me to 
forward to you. . · 

This assignment will beeome efFective on Saturday, 
~1, 1976. 

REDACTED 

Sineerefy.youn In Christ, 

Reverend Mons'rgnor John A. Rawden 
Chancellor 

RCALA 007 428 

. ' 
'.,.. .. 
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RE: Rev. Michael Pecharich 

Notes on Conversation with REDACTED 

I spoke with B!=_D~CTED on Wednesday, March 13, 2002 at St. Charles Borromeo 
Parish, North Hollywood. Doctor ~Ei?ACTED ~. Assistance Minister of the Archdiocese, was 
present for the concluding portion of the interview. 

These notes are a summary of the content of the interview and make no attemvt to be a verbatim 
record. In his description of the events, however, I have tried to reflect Mr. REDACTED own words 
in the first person in a fully accurate manner. 

REDACTED 

Mr. REDACTED, began by indicating that he has a good life, is grateful for his Catholic upbringing 
and intends to be sure his own children have Catholic schooling in the future. He is not seeking 
counseling, although appreciates our offer. He is not planning to go to the media. He was angry 
when Father Pecharich claimed that he had only transgressed boundaries with one person. Mr. 
REDAcTEDt is a good friend of Mr. REDACTED He wanted to emphasize that Mr. REDAcTED· is a man of 
the highest integrity. Mr. REDACTED wanted to emphasize that Mr. R~DAC~ED story is true because 
something similar happened between Fr. Pecharich and Mr. HEDACTED. He indicated that Father 
Pecharich is a "good man who needs help," but who should never be around kids in ministry. 

I asked Mr. REDACTED to describe any behavior of Fr. Pecharich that concerned him. He replied: 

I was in St. Bridget of Sweden School [Van Nuys, California] for grades six through eight. I was 
an altar boy during that time. I remember vividly being in the sacristy and Father Mike would 
come over to "check how the vestments fit." Wbat would happen is that his hand would end up 
inside my underwear on the bare skin of my butt. I remember his hand on my flesh. I also 
remember his breath. While touch, he would lean over, loom over, and I remember the smell of 
his breath on my face and the feel of it on my neck. This happened multiple times off and on 
over the three years I was in sixth, seventh and eighth grades. When it happened, I always felt 
strange, a red flag went up that left me uncomfortable, but he was our priest and I never told 
anyone about it. 

Father Pecharich also gave us altar wine to drink while in the sacristy. He'd pour some wine into 
a cup and let the servers drink some. 

64110 

RCALA 007 429 

XXVIII 000034 



lnt . .tb REDACTED erv1ewW1 
RE: Reverend Michael Pecharich 
Page: 2 

Over the last twenty-five years, occasionally the memory of this came to mind. I do not feel the 
need for any counseling, but I was incensed when I saw in the news that Father Pecharich denied 
anything more than one incident. There are several other of my friends, three more for sure, who · 
had similar experiences. I have talked to them and suggested they come forward to tell their 

. S S'. th 'llin d (A d" ' I ~,r. REDACTED { • ,r stones. o .tar ey are unw1 g to o so. u ztor s note: gave 1v.J.r. severa coptes OJ 

my card to give to his friends and asked that he encourage them to come forward.] 

I wanted to come forward to validate REDACTED story and I want to make sure that you know 
Father Pecharich lied, and want to be sure he does not deal with kids again. 

[Note: I asked several other questions to ascertain if there were any other examples of boundary 
crossing in Father Pecharich 's contacts with Mr. ~~~~cTED • He indicated that for him, the only 
time anything happened was over those three years in the sacristy. He did add that once as a 
sixth grader at the picnic tables, he heard some eighth graders q:zll Fr. Pecharich a "pervert." 

Mr. _REDACTED was grateful for the opportunity to talk. He promised to be in touch if he ·recalled 
anything else. He indicated he was comfortable with us forwarding his name and contact 
information to the police. 

13 March 2002 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

REDACTED 

Diocese of Orange 
2811 East Villa Real Road 
Orange, CA 92867-1999 

Dear Father ]REDACTED 

Office of 
VIcar for Clergy 
(213) 637-7284 

March 14,2002 

Personal and Confidential 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-2241 

Enclosed, please find the summaryofmyinterview with Mr.REDACTED ., describing his 
experiences with Reverend Michael Pecharich. We have extended the offer of counseling to Mr. 

REDACTED who at this time does not feel the need to make use of that offer. 

As you can see, he is aware of other persons who may have further information. I asked him to 
encourage them to come forward. 

Please know that representative of the Los Angeles Police Department had made an inquiry here 
about Father Pecharich. We are passing along this information to the appropriate persons in the 
LAPD, and Mr.REDACTEDl specified his willingness to talk to the police. 

I will be sure to keep you posted if we learn any additional information. 

May God continue to bless you. 

Yours in Christ, 

enclosure 

64109 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

REDACTED 

Diocese of Orange 
2881 E. Villa Real Drive 
Orange, CA 92863-1595 

Dear REDACTED 

Office of 
Vi.car for Clergy 
(213) 637-7284 

April 2, 2002 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

I write to you at the request of Monsignor Craig Cox, Vicar for Clergy. 

Los Angeles 
Calffomia 
90010-2241 

Given that the entire personnel files were shipped to the Diocese of Orange at the 
time of the split, Monsignor Cox would appreciate receiving copies of the 
following priests' files: 

REDACTED REDACTED 

Reverend Michael Pecharich 

Thank you very much for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 
REDACTED 

I 

REDACTED 

Pastoral RegionS: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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